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“Developing the Partnership Between Horse & Rider”

Whether boarding your own or lessoning on one of our horses, 

we look forward to helping you achieve your riding goals 

in a relaxed and supportive atmosphere.

151 Holland Road, Wantage, NJ  973-702-1161 (Offi ce) 860-485-4475 (Scott Palmer, Owner/Manager)  860-338-4018 (Lori Palmer, Owner/Trainer) www.fourfarthingfarm.com

 Large airy box stalls 

 Ride year round in our new 80’ x 175’ 

   indoor arena with excellent footing  

 Beginner to Advanced

 Daily turnout on our grassy 67 acres  

 Individualized care for your equine friend

 Relax in the heated lounge

     Lori Palmer 

       on Clifton Fair 

        in the 

      3’6” Hunters 

A Premier Hunter/Jumper/ Hunt Seat 
Equitation Training Facility 
In Northwest New Jersey
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“Lulu” 
Submitted 
by 
Gretchen 
Sly from 
Vernon, NJ

Hadley Benneyan 
(Vernon, NJ) at HITS 
in Ocala, Florida. 
Submitted by Kari 
Kalleberg

“Annie” (white) 
and “Jasper” 
eating with her. 
Submitted by 
Ahmed Abdel

Willow Creek 
Farm’s 
“Sedona.” 
Submitted 
by Ahmed 
Abdel
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Check out more reader 
submitted photos 

throughout Horse Country

Local stable owners 

speak up about youth 

competition, licensing 

Greetings from Horse Country
Welcome back to Horse Country 

— Straus News’ annual celebration of 
horses and the people who love them.

This year, we are pleased to welcome 
to our pages for the fi rst time Dr. Karyn 
Malinowski, professor and Director of 
the Equine Science Center at Rutgers 
University, who gives us a lesson in the 
evolution of animal science over the last 
30 years. See page 12.

We also take a look at changes 
in the stable industry over a similar 
time frame. Tara Bowles of Oxbow 
Stables and Brittany Cooper of 
Black Ridge Farm share some 
information on the past, present and 
possible future of the business. See 
this and facing page.

Tired of mucking your stables by 
hand? You’re not alone. We spoke 
with Harry Pinand, of Morris Tool 
& Supply, about the Shaker—an 
invention that is revolutionizing stall 
cleanup, and saving users money in 
the process. See page 10.

How much do you know about 
dressage? Wendy Insinger talks 
about her experience with the 
“equestrian ballet.” See page 4.

We’ve also got a load of tips for 
fall and winter preparation for horse 
owners, reader submitted photos, 
and another short story from Ann 
W., of Warwick. See page 6.

So here it is once again — the 
most knowledgeable equine 
enthusiasts in the area give us some 
insight into the industry. We hope 
you get as much out of it as we did.

Scott Baker
Editor, Horse Country 2013

A 
lot has changed in the past 
several decades. Advances 
in technology alone have 
changed the way people 

do just about everything. The art of 
horseback riding, however, has resisted 
that change. Classical riding is the 
same today as it was hundreds of 
years ago—though the same can’t be 
said for the equine industry as a whole. 

According to Tara Bowles of Oxbow 
Stables & Riding Club in Hamburg, 
N.J., nothing has changed the sport of 
horsemanship over the last 30 years 
like competition. She should know, as 
her father, Whitney Bowles, opened 
Oxbow in 1959 and she has spent her 
entire life on the farm. 

“Kids get caught up in competition,” 
she said, “and in a bad way.” While the 
spirit of competition has turned horse 
shows into big business, she added, 
it’s not always best for the horses or 
people involved. “People are starting to 

move away from the ideal,” she said.
That ideal includes “putting the 

horse fi rst and rewarding quality 
riding” instead of treating the horse 
like “more machine than a live animal.”

For this reason, Oxbow Stables 
hasn’t changed their mission since 
opening in Newfoundland, N.J. in 1959. 
“What we basically do is what we’ve 
always done,” Bowles said; “bring it 
back to nature.” The 1994 move to 
Hamburg only served to solidify that 
mission as they were able to offer 
cross-country rides for the fi rst time. 

One positive change that has 
occurred in the past several years, 
Bowles added, is the accessibility of 
the sport. “There is less of an elitist 
attitude towards it,” she said. People 
are now able to inexpensively take 
lessons, opening the door for those 
who once weren’t able to afford a 
horse of their own.



A youthful enterprise
Black Ridge Farm in Middletown, 

N.Y. is also in its second generation 
of family ownership. Current 
owner Brittany Cooper purchased 
the business from her parents in 
April of 2012. At only 25 years old, 

Cooper believes herself to be the 
youngest stable owner in the area.

“It’s a good thing and a bad thing,” 
she said of her age and position. 
While her business acumen is sharp 
coming off her 2009 graduation 
from Centenary College with a 

bachelor’s degree in 
business management, 
some potential 
customers equate her 
age to inexperience. 

Slowly, however, 
Cooper is proving her 
naysayers wrong and 
building the business—
nearly quadrupling the 
number of horses in 
her care and tripling 
the number of lesson 
clients since she took 
the helm. 

The biggest 
difference between 
then and now, she said, 
is the atmosphere on the farm, 
which is currently closer to a family 
than that of a business. Customer 
service, she said, is what people are 
looking for in the industry these 
days. 

Looking to the future
While the last few decades have 

brought these changes, according to 
Bowles there is still one huge change 
that needs to be made—accreditation 

for stable owners and riding 
instructors.

“Anybody can hang up a shingle 
and board horses,” she said. “More 
importantly, anybody who hangs up a 
shingle can say they teach.” 

Bowles believes this lack of 
standards is the single scariest aspect 
of the industry . “When I go to get 
my hair cut, that person needs to be 
licensed by the state. Why should the 
stable industry work any differently?”

Our gift shop and online catalog 

burst with quality horse-themed 

gifts for special occasions and 

surprise treats and something just 

for you.

We supply the birthday cake, 

beverage, craft, games, goodie

bags, and a ride on the 3-D 

simulator all for one terrifi c price!

Call or visit our website for details

For business or pleasure, 

The Harness Racing Museum 

is the ideal setting for your 

reception, party or meeting.

FOR EVERYONE,

Discover how this Hudson

Valley born, internationally

celebrated sport began,

the legends it created and 

its icons remembered.

Complete your visit with a ride on the exhilarating 3-D

Harness Racing Simulator ...and it’s all FREE!

Our educational programs use

the Standardbred horse and the

sport of harness racing as a 

teaching tool for students. Scouts

learn new skills and earn a patch.

Groups enjoy a tour with a

personal touch. Lunch facilities

and catering services available.

HORSE LOVERS

EVERYONE’S A WINNER!

Open Daily, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm (845) 294-6330  
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Morgan Johns. Photo submitted by Dawn

Tara Bowles and Romeo



Are Your PETS Home Alone? Hire A Professional Pet Sitter.

Horse Care, Pet Sitting & Dog Walking

Free Consultation.
Money-back Guarantee.

Nationwide Service.
Locally Owned & Operated.

Bonded. Insured. References.

dog, cat & small pet visits
horse and other large animal care

private dog walks
off-leash doggie playgroups

in-home overnight sitting

private pet boarding 
doggie day care
yard poop scoop

home care
pet taxi

New Client Discount
With This Ad

Private/Semi-Private/Group Lessons
Gift Certifi cates Available

New Hampton, NY
(less than 15 mins. from Sussex County)

845-355-RIDE
www.Greystonestables.net

BOARDING

Grass Turn-Out

Greystone Stables

Trailer Sales, Inc.

Strength of Steel 
Durability of Aluminium 

and Fiberglass 

All models available 
customized to your special needs
Inventory available on premises

HAWK TRAILERS

Horse People to Horse People
Sales & Service

Indoor Arena
Box Stalls with
Attached Paddocks
Aff ordable Boarding
with Experienced Care

Borders State Park Trails

High Vista Farm

973-853-4030

10% OFF WITH MENTION OF THIS AD (NO SALE ITEMS)

“Everything for the Horse & Rider”
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By Wendy Insinger

“Women dressing up in top hats 
and tails, riding horses and performing 
to music like equestrian Marlene 
Dietrichs? I can kind of get into that,” 
remarked my husband, when he 
fi rst heard about dressage musical 
freestyle. He has heard much more 

about it than he might like, as I am a 
dressage rider and, since we moved 
here in 1986, Orange County has 
become a rocking dressage area. 
Although ten stables in Warwick 
alone are devoted almost exclusively 
to this sport, most locals, like most 
Americans, have never heard of 
dressage, much less seen it. 

Ever seen 

Tom Noone riding the Grand Prix stallion Fred Astair at the Windy 
Hollow Hunt dressage show in Sussex, NJ. Photo by Susan Stickle

dance to Thriller?
a 1,200-pound horse



STEPPING STONE FARM
Pleasure through Horse Showing
Full Service Board
Indoor & Outdoor Arenas
Personalized Care
Scenic Terrain for Horse & Rider

Equitation

Teri Powers, CRS, GRI
Licensed Associate Broker

Whether you are buying or selling, work with a Realtor who 
has owned horses for over 30 years. Experienced with all riding 

disciplines, Teri understands the needs of both human and 
equine family members. Remember, when it comes to 

equestrian properties - always ask for Teri.

845-258-8312
www.farmsrus.net

www.TeriPowers.com 
Teri@TeriPowers.com

Specializing in Land, Farms & 
Equestrian Properties for Sale or Lease

“Boarding Horses is our only business, so quality, 
individualized care for your horse is our priority.”

Custom Feed |Quality Hay and Pasture 
Outdoor Riding Arena | Newer Barn 

 Quiet, Friendly, Relaxed Atmosphere|Competitive Rates 
Transportation | Ponies Available For Parties 

 Welcoming All Disciplines

Riverwood Hollow Farm

A Complete Year Round 
Equestrian Facility

High Quality Boarding, Lessons, 
Training & Showing

39 Foley Road, Warwick, NY

Come Join the Fun!

Lessons in Dressage, Hunter, Jumper and Equitation
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A form of equestrian ballet that 
originated at Versailles under Louis 
XIV and quickly went viral through the 
courts of Europe, dressage was one 
of the 27 sports included in the fi rst 
modern Olympic Games, and is one 
of the few in which men and women 
compete equally. Though today’s 
enthusiasts are jokingly referred to 
as “dressage queens” (as befi ts the 
sport’s dominant gender), dressage is 
a demanding athletic pursuit requiring 
extreme fl exibility, aerobic fi tness, 
and mental focus on the part of both 
rider and horse. Precise balletic moves, 
such as fl ying leaps and pirouettes, are 
scored, like fi gure skating, on a scale of 
1-10, with marks for both the technical 
and artistic performances. Like fi gure 
skating and ballet, dressage demands 
years of training. 

The Orange County Dressage 
Association recently hosted a 
musical freestyle clinic in the 
horse ballet studio of 
Alexandra Tomson’s 
Hidden Charm Farm 
in Circleville. A group 
of twenty devotees 
assembled in this 
20-foot-high indoor 
arena, a tad longer 
and narrower than 
half of a football 
fi eld. Warmly 
wood-paneled 
and illuminated by 
sunlight from the 
massive, Palladian 
windows, it provided 
the sand-surfaced 
stage on which 
to create 
equestrian 
dances.

Calvados, a macho black Danish 
gelding, bounded across the horse 
arena, performing fl ying changes of 
stride on every third beat of a Scott 
Joplin tune under the invisible signals 
of his rider, Carol Seaman, owner of 
Outfoxed Farm in Chester. His forelock 
bounced raffi shly to ragtime, and his 
rider grinned at moving in perfect 
harmony with her 1,200-pound partner. 
“Just remember, the music has to give 
you and the audience the shivers,” said 
veteran equine dance-mistress, Mary 
Harrison, who has been designing 
freestyles for decades. “Let’s have 
everyone in the audience be the judges. 
Thumbs up for music that makes you 
shiver!”

Kerry Rose, an amateur from 
Middletown, and her Dutch gelding, 
Otto, inspired group toe-tapping and 
head bobbing as they traipsed through 
trot zig-zags and serpentines to “My 
Favorite Things” from The Sound 

of Music. When “Do-Re-Mi” 
and “Edelweiss” perfectly 

matched the tempo of 
Otto’s canter and walk, 
helping to elevate his 

gaits, their ride was a 
wrap. 

 “You want all the music 
in the performance 

to go together 
so that the 

choreography 
can tell a 
story,” Ms. 
Harrison 
explained. 

“And, the 
music must have phrasing, so 

you can choreograph to it. When 
the horse looks like it’s really 

dancing, that’s when people get the 
goosebumps.” 

Orange County’s most notable 
mounted goosebump raiser is Tom 
Noone, who uses Glenmere Dressage 
in Chester, owned by Simon and 
Shelley Welch, as his summer palace. 
Noone has trained numerous horses 
to the international level and has 
represented the USA at the Dressage 
World Cup to Music. 

“Riding musical freestyle is a very 
uplifting and emotional way to connect 
with your horse and interpret music,” 
he said. “It is a unique opportunity 
for the horse and rider to express 
themselves artistically and truly dance 
as partners.”



Boarding • Instruction • Training
Full Service Hunter/Jumper Facility

Offering the Finest of Amenities for New or Seasoned Riders

Full Service Board • Large Outdoor & Indoor Arenas
Custom & Individualized Instruction for All Riders 

Taught by a Professional & Experienced Staff

Lessons Available 6 Days a Week
All Levels & Disciplines 

SEVEN 
MEADOWS 

FARM
285 Hill Road, Goshen, NY

845-294-0611sevenmeadowsfarm.net 

English & Western

Instruction

Full / Pasture Board   

Indoor /3 Outdoor Arenas

Miles of Scenic Trails

Scout Merit Badges

Events/Parties

Sales/Leases

Creating strong, 
safe & skilled riders 

for over 40 years.

PATH Int’l Premier Accredited Facility

Equine activities and therapies assist 
children & adults with emotional, behavioral, 

physical and cognitive challenges.

Donations Welcome 
Federal 501C3     Non Profi t Organization

 314 Foster Hill Rd., Milford, PA  gaitpa.org  570-409-1140

Community Service & Volunteer Opportunites Available

for people with 
special needsFounded 1995

Visit Us On
Facebook
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A short story by Ann W., Warwick, N.Y.

It was almost a year ago that a 
lightning fire took our old barn. The 
animals inside were saved when 
Tank, our big-hearted, broad-backed 
gelding, had kicked the inside stalls 
to pieces, giving the chickens, goats, 
donkey and himself the chance to 
escape.

We’d built a new barn right away 
of course, with fall approaching and 
winter not far behind.  All the animals 
had settled in quickly—for them, it 
had been a quiet winter. For my wife, 
Kate, and I, winter had been filled with 
the final paperwork and preparations 
for adoption.  In May, Mira, an 
energetic but people-wary five-year-
old, had finally become our daughter. 

She took to the goats and chickens 
her very first day.  The older goat can 
get a bit cranky, so I wasn’t surprised 
when he butted her and she sat down 
hard in the grass. My eyebrows met 
my hairline though when she got up 
and butted the goat right back.  He 
stared at her like he didn’t know what 
kind of creature she was. But they had 
a truce after that.  

It took a few days for Mira to warm 
up to Tank and my wife was a touch 
worried.  It was his size, I think, that 
put the kid off at first.  But we should 
have known better than to worry.  
Catching sight of Mira standing with 
us just inside the paddock gate, Tank 
trotted right over. Mira gasped and 
backed up a step. He stretched his 
nose for an introduction and she 
hid, trembling behind my knees.  
Kate started to tell her that there 
was nothing to fear when Tank took 
matters into his own hands. Slowly, 
carefully, he lowered himself to his 
knees, dropped his hindquarters and 
settled onto the grass to get eye level 
with Mira. Kate took her hand and she 
stepped out from behind me to close 
the gap. Tank whickered quietly but 
didn’t move when Mira let Kate guide 
her small hand to the softest part of 
his nose.

“He’s a good horse, Mira. Tank is a 
good horse.”

“Good horse,” she echoed, almost a 
whisper.

Within a few days of their first 
meeting, Mira was comfortable 
enough to rub Tank’s ears and plant 

kisses on his nose. But when we 
found them snoozing together in the 
sunshine, Tank settled in the grass 
and Mira snuggled into the curve of 
his neck, we knew they were friends.  
I thought it looked a bit like he was 
protecting her. I realized later just 
how accurate that was.

Spending time with Tank became 
Mira’s favorite part of the day.  
Problem was, she didn’t want to leave 
our property. She didn’t want to go the 
park or the store, and even refused 
to go the county fair.  We promised 
animals and rides and prizes and ice 
cream—no good. She just answered, 
“No, thank you,” head down, in a too 
solemn voice.  It was a cloudy day late 
in July when we found out why.

Kate had finally taken Mira 
shopping for school clothes and 
supplies.  Three previous attempts 
had ended in tears, even one that 
included a walk by the duck pond 
in the town park.  This time, they got 
home about 3:30 and Kate went inside 
to put away their purchases and start 
dinner. I was in the barn wrestling 
with a rusted fuel line on the tractor.  
Mira headed for the paddock to visit 
Tank.  I watched them start to walk the 
perimeter, Mira obviously telling him 
about the trip, Tank with his head near 
her shoulder, whuffling his breath 
through her fine dark hair.  They 
wandered just out of sight, where 
the land sloped down a bit and the 
paddock fence bordered the road 
for a stretch.  I heard a car moving 
slowly—odd for this time of day in 
summer, with no school and no school 
buses—and then I heard Mira scream.  
I ran, still holding the wrench, and saw 
my wife bolt out of the house in the 
same moment.  Mira screamed again 
and Tank screamed with her; hers 
a sound of terror and his a sound of 
pure rage.

I had them in sight and my heart 
almost stopped.  A white van was 
pulled up to the roadside and a 
blond-haired man in a dark t-shirt 
was lifting Mira over the fence.  A 
second man was trying to keep Tank 
at bay with a cattle prod. I could see 
blood on the horse’s chest where he’d 
been stabbed with it twice already.  
Mira was struggling, flailing and 
kicking, but losing ground.  Kate and 
I both began shouting, but Tank was 
faster.  He ran straight at the guy with 

‘Beware of Horse’



The Shaker is a bedding sifter that separates the 
manure from the stall shavings. It saves time, 
as well as bedding and disposal costs. Powered 
by a simple electric drill, The Shaker recycles 
the bedding so completely, you’ll think it’s new. 
Good for you and the environment.

Corded & Cordless Models Available

The Shaker The latest innovation in stall cleaning. 
Once you shake, you’ll never rake!

English & Western Riding Lessons
Beginner through Advanced, Child to Adult

Specializing in Hunt Seat Equitation 
& Horsemanship

Boarding & Lesson Packages
We attend local horse shows every month

ARIA Certifi ed Riding Instructor
Over 30 Years Experience

Find Us On 
Facebook66 Canal Dr., Godeff roy, NY

Conveniently located 
to NY, NJ, & PA

Bonny Lass 

171 Scott Rd. Franklin, NJ

Scenic & peaceful atmosphere for horse and rider
Reining & Barrel Racing Training & Lessons

Beginner to Advanced Western Lessons
Monthly Gymkhana Horse Shows
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the prod, trampling him before he 
crashed through the fence like it was 
made of toothpicks.  With the cattle 
prod sticking out of his shoulder, 
he spun around and caved in the 
driver’s side door of the van with 
a powerful hind kick.  I could hear 
Kate yelling into her cell phone. I 
could hear a siren wail.  Tank circled 
the van, systematically destroying 
anything he could kick.  The guy had 
taken off running once he let go of 
Mira, but he didn’t get far. Two cop 
cars flew up the road, one stopping 
with us, the other dodging Tank and 
chasing down the runner.

I grabbed his halter and he nearly 
picked me up off the ground before 
recognizing me.  He began to quiet 
immediately.  Mira was sobbing in 
Kate’s arms, stretching one hand out 
for Tank.  The cattle prod had come 
loose and I was grateful to see it left 
just flesh wounds, antiseptic and 
some stitches would put them right.  
I motioned to Kate, who dialed our 
vet.  Officer Davis, Jeff Davis, who I 
had known since we were kids, cuffed 
the one guy and dumped him in the 
car. A short while later, the second 
car pulled up with the blond-headed 
guy in the same condition.  He was 
bleeding from a head wound.  I was 
glad.

It took a while to get the story 
sorted out. Once Mira calmed down 
a bit, she told us that the blonde man 
had been staring at her every time 
she had been in the park, the store 
or even just walking in town with us. 
That’s why she had refused to go to 
the fair—she was afraid of him. That’s 
why she wanted to be home all the 
time; she felt safe at home, with us, 
with Tank.

“Honey, w hy didn’t you say 
anything?” Tears streamed down 
Kate’s face and my eyes welled up, 
too.

“I was scared. I just wanted him to 
go away.”

Officer Davis spoke up: “You don’t 
have to worry anymore, Mira. They 
are both going away. They will never 
bother you again.”

I believed him.
“How did you know to get here so 

fast?” I asked.
“There’s an arrest warrant out 

for these guys in three states—
kidnapping, extortion and at least 
one attempted murder.”  I saw Kate 
shudder and grip Mira tighter.

“We had a call about a van 
matching the description and license 

plate. We were already rolling when 
Kate called 911.”

I held out my hand to shake both of 
theirs.  “Thank you.”

“Not a problem. I think we all got 
lucky because of that horse.”

“That horse wrecked my van!” the 
blonde guy shouted.

At the sound of his voice, Tank 
stomped the group and blew out a 
loud breath.  The guy cowered visibly 
and shrank back against the seat. 

Officer Davis grinned wickedly and 
looked at me, “Yeah, maybe you need 
a ‘Beware of Horse’ sign.” 

They packed up then and left, 
promising a wrecker would come 
for the van within the hour. We set 
about salvaging what we could of 
the day. Dr. Sayles, our vet, arrived 
and patched up Tank’s wounds. Mira 
insisted on staying with him as he 
worked, rubbing Tank’s ears and nose. 
“You’re a good horse—a good horse.”

The change in Mira after that was 
astounding. Her natural energy and 
ready smile came to the forefront and 
she was happy to meet the visitors 
over the next few weeks—neighbors 
dispensing hugs and hot dishes after 
learning of the day’s trauma. Mira 
even returned the hugs she got. 

A week later a package arrived 
addressed to Mira and Tank.  We all 
trooped out to the barn so they could 
open it together.  I laughed out loud, 
Kate grinned from ear to ear and 
Mira proudly held it up for Tank to 
see.  A varnished wooden plaque with 
scrolled edges showed an engraved 
wild horse, rearing up, front hooves 
out and head thrown back. Next to it 
were deeply-carved words: “Beware 
of Horse.”

Clydesdale, Thor, and his little friend 
Lily. Submitted by Gretchen Sly from 
Vernon, NJ
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After loosing her companion last year, Totally troubled Alley has found a new friend. Submitted by Val 
Woortman of Ashley Acres Appaloosas  Lafayette NJ 

Cheyenne Neff (Cornwall, NY) and Hadley 
Benneyan (Vernon, NJ) after a competing 
class at HITS in Ocala, Florida. Submitted by Kari 
Kalleberg

Lauren Johns. Submitted by Dawn

Ashley Woortman and Zippos Sonny, showing at 
the NJ state fair. Submitted by Val Woortman of 
Ashley Acres Appaloosas  Lafayette NJ Roan and Palamino by Rosanne Cerbo

We call this a Mexican Standoff! Moon the 
horse and Hansel the Swan. Submitted by Susan 
Dickerson from Dingmans Ferry, PA

Look
who!
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Kalypso wearing his brand new 

halter. Submitted by Laura P. 

from Chester, NY

Winston. Submitted by Shya BethMorgan Johns. Photo submitted by Dawn

Bashkir Curly mare, Lulu. Submitted by Gretchen Sly from Vernon, NJ



BOARDING
A PARK-LIKE SETTING ON OVER 80 ACRES

2 BARNS, ONE WITH 28 STALLS HOUSES AN 80’ x 200’ INDOOR ARENA
FULL DAY GRASS TURNOUT & BEAUTIFUL TRAILS

RIDING LESSONS
 FOR EVERYONE FROM ADULT BEGINNER TO ADVANCED

HORSE TRAINING
SPECIALIZING IN PROBLEM HORSES

HORSE SHOWS
MONTHLY SHOWS FOR ALL LEVELS

(Visit our web site for Show Schedule)

973-209-8902
VISIT US AT  www.oxbowstables.com

or Just Come Over to The Barn

 

A Fun Place 
to Be,

A Great Place
to Ride!

Providing healing with horses for over 39 years
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“I got the idea totally because I 
was lazy,” Harry Pinand says of the 
Shaker—an electric bedding sifter that 
separates manure from stall-shavings. 
Pinand’s company, Morris Tool & 
Supply, specializes in milling precision 
components for electric microwaves, 
he adds, so developing an equine stable 
aid was quite a departure from his 
normal business.

Pinand “got involved with horses” 
about 13 years ago when he purchased 
two companion animals for himself 
and his girlfriend. The very next day, 
the only thing he could think when he 
went to check on the animals was, 
“What a mess.” Two hours later, when 
the stalls had been cleaned, Pinand 
vowed to make something that would 
make the job easier—and the idea for 
the Shaker was born.

What is it?
The Shaker is an aluminum hopper 

on wheels that moves back and forth 
about 2,000 times per minute. As 
manure-fi lled shavings are shoveled 
into the hopper, the bedding sifts 
through and the manure is left behind 
to fall into a removable muck bucket at 
the base of the assembly. 

Powered by an electric drill, the 
roughly 40-pound, small-wheelbarrow 
sized machine can be moved through 
barns and stalls. A cordless version 
came out several years after the 
original after a customer at the 
Massachusetts Equine Affair reported 
he had no power in his barns. The 
battery-operated version of the 
Shaker can clean about six or seven 

stalls before needing a new battery or 
recharge, Pinand says.

Benefi ts
In addition to the lessened 

workload—Pinand says he “used to go 
through a bottle of Advil every month” 
due to the strains on his body from 
cleaning stalls by hand—Pinand also 
discovered an “accidental” benefi t to 
using the Shaker.

“The byproduct is cost savings,” he 
explains. As the tines on the Shaker’s 
hopper are closer together than those 
of a manure fork, smaller pieces aren’t 
lost and less bedding is wasted. Pinand 
says he personally saves about 50 
percent more bedding than when 
he mucked the stalls by hand. While 
saving on bedding alone would be cost 
effi cient, he adds, disposal of used 
bedding is also a huge cost that can be 
reduced by using his machine.

“It could be a substantial savings,” he 
says, estimating that a barn with 100 
stalls could save up to $40,000 per 
year.

The corded Shaker sells on www.
buytheshaker.com for $1,299 and the 
cordless version for $1,350. Shipping 
is not included in the prices, but local 
customers can save by picking up their 
machine directly. 

“I’ve sold well over 200 of these 
things now,” Pinand says of his most 
recent fi gures. With over $400 of 
raw materials used per unit, each 
of which is made by hand to order, 
Pinand calls the machine “intentionally 
underpriced.”  

Rockaway, N.J. man’s invention 

makes stall cleanup a snap

Kristen E. LaPorta | Realtor® | Sales Associate
Arcadia, REALTORS® | 167 Eagle Rock Avenue | Roseland, NJ

Toll Free: 800-872-7365 Ext. 50 | Direct: 973-714-3551
Website: arcadiarealtors.net | E-mail: tcwtk2001@yahoo.com

Equestrian Retreat
21 Plotts Road, Hampton Twnsp, Sussex County | MLS#3066940 | 21plottsroad.isnowoffered.com

Large, spacious colonial in a private setting in Hampton Township! This ten room custom home 
includes a large eat-in kitchen, family room with stone fireplace, formal dining room, living room, 
office, 3 bedrooms, a den/guest room and 3 full baths! Over 6 acres of gorgeous property with 

three horse pastures, a riding ring and a turn out shed. Lovely backyard complete with Anthony
& Sylvan heated in-ground pool, large deck with a sunken hot tub and terrific landscaping.

Peaceful Country Setting
6 Hampton Downes, Hampton Twnsp, Sussex County | MLS#3032931 | 6hamptondownes.isnowoffered.com

Beautiful, spacious colonial on 1.73 acres in Hampton Township! This energy efficient, eleven room 
home includes a large eat-in kitchen, sunken family room, sunken living room, formal dining room, 
office, 4 bedrooms, 2 full and 2 half baths. Large bonus room over the garage could be a fifth bed-
room! Equestrian boarding and riding facilities minutes away! Three car heated garage, private 
backyard complete with an in-ground pool, deck and fabulous landscaping.



stable directory
Orange COUNTY, NY
Amelia Acres
2344 Rt. 17 A, Goshen, NY
(845) 294-8040
ameliaacres.com

Black Ridge Farm
324 Toad Pasture Rd., Middletown, NY
845-741-3248 

Bonny Lass Stable
66 Canal Dr., Godeffroy, NY

Dog Pond Farm
113 Dug Rd., Port Jervis, NY
(845) 742-6725
dressage-at-dogpond.us.com

Grey Dawn Farm Dressage
31 Prices Switch Rd., Warwick, NY
(347) 688-4330
greydawnfarm.com

Greystone Stables
135 Ridgebury Rd., 
New Hampton, NY

Innisfree Farms Dressage, Inc.
91 Sleepy Valley Rd., Warwick, NY
(845) 987-9876
innisfreefarms.com

Iron Mountain Farm
33 Iron Mountain Rd., Warwick, NY
(845) 986-2475
ironmountainfarm.com

Juckas Stables
1204 Rt. 302, Pine Bush, NY 12566
(845) 361-1429
juckasstables.com

Old Field Farm
349 Sarah Wells Trail, Goshen, NY
(845) 294-6339
oldfi eldfarm.net

Outfoxed Farm
243 Oxford Rd., Chester, NY
(845) 782-5530
outfoxedfarm.com 

Seven Meadows Farm
285 Hill Rd., Goshen, NY
(845) 294-0611
sevenmeadowsfarm.net

Stone Pillar Farm
190 Crans Rd., Middletown, NY
(845) 248-6696

Surreywood Farms
96 Conklintown Rd., Goshen, NY
(845) 294-3047

The Stables at Mirabella
341 Jessup Rd., Florida, NY
(845) 651-5900
thestablesatmirabella.com

Whisperwind Farm
39 Foley Rd., Warwick, NY
(845) 986-0588

Winslow Therapeutic Riding
1433 Route 17A, Warwick, NY
(845) 986-6686
winslow.org

PIKE COUNTY, PA
Gait Therapeutic Riding Center 
(GAIT TRC)
314 Foster Hill Rd., Milford, PA

sussex COUNTY, nj
4 Winds Horse Ranch
Rivers Edge Horse Rescue & Sanctuary
104 Halsey Rd., Newton, NJ

Amy Wunderlich 
Performance Horses
5 Sid Taylor Rd. Lafayette, NJ

BJK Training 
at Black Pegasus Farm
193 Corkhill Rd., Franklin, NJ

Elvada Farm
93 Fredon Marksboro Rd.
Newton, NJ
(973) 579-2074

Fox Ridge Farm
511 Rt. 515, Vernon, NJ
(973) 764-2445
foxridgefarm.net

Four Farthing Farm
31 Holland Rd., Wantage, NJ
(973) 702-1161
fourfarthingfarm.com

Heritage Acres Farm
110 Pelletown Rd., Lafayette, NJ
(973) 875-4206

Liberty Hill Farm
31 Holland Rd., Wantage, NJ

libertyhillhorsefarm.com

Saddle Up At
Legends Riding Stables
153 Rte. 94, Vernon, NJ
(973) 827-8332
saddleupatlegends.com

Morning Star Farm Riding Academy 
& Therapeutic Riding Center
489 Rt. 94, Newton, NJ

North Church Farms
17 Scott Rd., Franklin, NJ
(973) 766-5492
northchurchfarms.com

Oxbow Stables
39 Orts Rd., Hamburg, NJ
(973) 209-8902
oxbowstables.com

Pine Valley Acres Transport, LLC
220 Davis Rd., Franklin, NJ
(973) 209-6101
pinevalleyacres.com

Riverwood Hollow Farm
134 Wintermute Rd., Green Twp, NJ
(973) 383-7550
riverwoodhollowfarm.com

Spring Valley Equestrian Center
56 Paulinskill Lake Rd., Newton, NJ
(973) 383-3766
springvalleyequestriancenter.com

Stepping Stone Farm
65 Allamuchy Rd., 
Andover/Frelinghuysen, NJ
(908) 872-9852
steppingstone-farm.com

The Stables at Waterwheel Farm
146 Fredon Marksboro Rd., Fredon, NJ
(973) 766-3376
thestablesatwaterwheelfarm.com

PASSAIC COUNTY, NJ
Competition Cow Horses
40 Stephens Rd., West Milford, NJ
(973) 271-7266

High Vista Farm
929 Warwick Turnpike
Hewitt, NJ
(973) 853-4030
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By Scott Baker

Over the past 30 years, “New Jersey 
has set the stage” for animal science 
education, according to Dr. Karyn 
Malinowski, professor and director of 
the Equine Science Center at Rutgers 
University.

While many think an education in 
animal science consists of milking 
cows and shearing sheep, the current 
program is not the archaic degree 
people imagine. 

“We changed the focus of the animal 
science department,” Malinowski 
said. Now, over 500 undergraduates 
in the Rutgers’ program—a number 
that has risen dramatically over 
the last decade—are pursuing 
careers in veterinary sciences, the 
pharmaceutical industry, scientifi c 
research, the feed industry, and 
training companion animals for 
physical and mental therapy. 

Especially interesting to prospective 
employers, Malinowski added, are 
students who focus on equine science. 
“Horses are very similar in physiology 
to humans,” she said. Technological 
advancements over the last 30 years 
have helped extend the lifespan of the 
average horse over ten years, which 
allows equine scientists to study 
the effects of advanced age on the 
animals. As in humans, horses suffer 
from arthritis, insulin resistance and 
reduced immune systems as they age. 

Horses are also the only animals that 
sweat like people. This, combined with 
their natural inclination to exercise, 
makes them an excellent model 
for studying exercise physiology—
especially over an extended period of 
time. “As horses started to live longer,” 
Malinowski said, “they started to show 
us more about the physiology of aging 
and exercise science.” 

For these reasons, candidates 
with “scientifi c information based on 
fact and not emotion” of the equine 
industry are in demand by potential 
employers in several industries, 
especially pharmaceuticals. 

The evolution
of animal science

Annie, Jasper and Charlie. Submitted by Ahmed Abdel

Totally Troubled Alleya, a 27-year-old apploosa, relaxes in the sun. Submitted by Val Woortman of Ashley Acres 
Appaloosas  Lafayette NJ 



 Boarding - Year Round or Seasonal
 Indoor & Outdoor Arenas 

 Hunter  Jumper  Equitation

 Training  Sales  Breeding

We attend Schooling Shows & A through C Shows

--  thestablesatmirabella.com

Florida, NY

 Lessons 
 x Matted Stalls

 Grass Turnouts

BJK Training: Instructor, Becky Nagy; Appointed to Professional Horsewoman 

Status in 2010 by AQHA. Member of AQHA special taskforce
Proudly training Quarter Horse Congress Finalists and Youth World Show Qualifi ers

English, Western, Showmanship
Horses for Lease

(973) 209-1125
or visit us at: www.teambjk.com

Becky Nagy
Instructor

Now Training at the Black Pegasus in Franklin, NJ

Recognizing that 
“Diamond in the rough” 

and knowing how to make 
them shine their brightest
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Malinowski also lends encouragement for 
those not interested in drugs. “You can marry 
any of your passions and fi nd work in the horse 
industry,” she said.

Another growing industry
The position of veterinary technician is also 

experiencing a Renaissance, of sorts. The 
increasing costs of veterinary education—
which can necessitate up to $250,000 in 
student loans—and relatively low salary paints 
a non-appealing picture for many undergrads, 
Malinowski said. Technicians’ wages are more 
comparable to the cost of their education and 
they are able to participate in the majority of the 
same services that vet s provide, she added, so 
there is beginning to be a shift in the profession.

Many people, such as Wantage, N.J.-native 
Caitrin Lawlor, study to become certifi ed as a 
veterinary technician after completing a more 
traditional education. Lawlor, 27—who already 
has a bachelor’s degree in English—feels getting 
board certifi ed as a vet tech will be a “really 
prudent career move.” 

New Jersey doesn’t require veterinary techs to 
be certifi ed, so Lawlor has been working as a vet 
tech at the Tranquility Veterinary Clinic in Green, 
N.J. for about two years while she completes her 
education. “Now that I’m taking courses,” she 
said, “I’m glad to have the context that I do.”

While Lawlor works mainly with small, 
household animals, vet techs are needed for all 
shapes and sizes. Roxbury, N.J.-resident Amanda 
Angle is taking online courses so she can work 
as a technician in a wildlife or zoo environment. 
“I’ve always wanted to work with animals,” she 
said, “but now I have more direction.” 

“You can marry any 

of your passions 

and fi nd work in the 

horse industry.”
Dr. Karen Malinowski, 

professor and director of 

the Equine Science Center 

at Rutgers University.

Dr. Karen Malinowski and Bonnie



93 Fredon-Marksboro Rd 
Newton, NJ

973-579-2074
973-997-6910 cell

Large Outdoor Ring
Lighted Schooling Ring

50’ Round Pen & 
Private Washbay

Individual Turnout Pens
Private Pastures

Full Lesson & 

Training Program

Beginner To Advanced

Mike & Cindy Van Elswyk, 
Owners/Cindy - Manager

Quality Boarding, Showcare 
& Transportation

For over 30 Years Paul Congelosi Trailer Sales 
has been the name you can trust.
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Fall and winter preparation 
tips for horse owners

Here are tips for horse owners 
as the weather turns, courtesy of 
Laura B. of Green, N.J. and www.
equisearch.com. 

Deworm. 

Pete and Phantom
Submitted by Michelle Halke

Bathe your horses well in preparation for the colder 
temperatures. There may not be another good 
opportunity to soak them before the cold weather 
hits—especially without a wash stall.

Clean your sheets 
and blankets.  
Repair all rips.

Fall is a nice time 
to clean and 
organize your 
barn, supplies 
and tack.

Vaccinate.  Make sure to 
administer (or have your vet 
administer) fall vaccines, 
including infl uenza (fl u), 
rhinopneumonitis (rhino), 
eastern and western strains 
of encephalomyelitis (sleeping 
sickness), and tetanus. Other 
inoculations are available for 
common illnesses like rabies, 
equine distemper (strangles), 
EPM and West Nile Virus.



Unique Horse Items & Gifts for the Horse, 
Rider & Horse Lover

Apparel  Unique Gifts  Pest Control  Stable Supplies

Designer Jewelry  Bridles  Gift Baskets

Halters & Leads  Blankets & Pads

Grooming Supplies

We’re available for 
horse shows,

vendor fairs and festivals Use code HORSECOUNTRY13 at checkout. Offer expires September 30, 2014

20% Off   fi rst order

Look For Our Mobile Tack 
& Gift Shop At 

Upcoming Shows!
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—Laura B. is a veterinary technician, horse owner 
and proprietor of Raven Hollow Farm.

Cassidy Jameson and her horse On Story’s Terms, Stephanie Jacob and 
her horse Invest Witha Chex,Kaitlyn Kimble and her horse Maid By Time, 
Charlene Kimble and her horse Kiss My Goodbar. All the girls are trained 
by Gary Thomas of Lafayette, New Jersey. Submitted by Cheryl Jacob

Make sure 
you have 
enough hay. 
If you need 
more to get 
you through 
the winter, 
this is the 
last chance 
to look for 
decent hay 
to purchase 
without 
paying too 
much per 
bail.  Don’t 
wait until 
later and 
get caught 
spending 
extra 
money on 
low quality 
or dirty hay.

When was the last time you fl oated teeth?  If 
you haven’t had a professional dentist out 
in a few years, it’s worth the money to get a 
thorough assessment and fl oat done.  Having your 
veterinarian fl oat is ok, but hiring an equine dentist 
occasionally can make a big difference in food 
digestion and overall health.

Clean your male’s sheaths. The early fall 
may be your last chance before the cold 
months to do a thorough job.

Is your horse a senior? 
Immune compromised? 
Does he or she have 
a problem keeping 
weight on? These 
horses require special 
consideration regarding 
food and vitamin/mineral 
intake as the colder 
weather approaches. 

Ride safely. Invest in hunter’s 
orange for riding during hunting 
season and/or outfi t your horse 
with fl uorescent halter or saddle 
blanket.

Clean stalls more often if horses have 
moved into a barn to help reduce 
dangerous ammonia production.

Think fi re safety. Check to make sure 
your tack room heater works properly 
and is free of defects. 

Wilbur. Submitted by Shya Beth
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“WE TAKE PRIDE IN OUR RIDE!”
LOOKING TO TRANSPORT LOCALLY TO YOUR VET, SHOW OR LONG DISTANCE, WE CAN HANDLE ALL TRANSPORT NEEDS.

Based out of Sussex County, NJ we are Fully Insured - USDOT & FMCSA Registered.

Our trailers are equipped with air-ride & CCTV (video monitored) & can accommodate any size horse.

Pine Valley Acres’ Fleet makes weekly trips from the Northeast to Florida  (Ocala & Wellington) & Texas with Competitive Industry Rates.

Cutting, Sorting, Penning, Roping and Reined Cow Practices and Competitions

For More Information Contact Us at 973.271.7266
40 Stephens Road West Milford, NJ  07480            facebook.com/competitioncowhorses

For More Info Contact Us at 973.271.7266
www.pinevalleyacres.com
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